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Transboundary Oil Spill 
Response – Canada 



• History of Canadian Spill Response
• WCMRC Overview
• Canadian Marine Safety System
• Spill Response in Canada
• Cross-Border Collaboration

– Treaty
– Mutual Aid
– Reciprocal Agreement

• Proposed Changes to Canadian Response

Agenda



1976: BurrardClean
1988: The Nestucca
1989: Exxon Valdez
1990: Brander-Smith report
1993: Canada Shipping Act amendments
1995: WCMRC certified
2013: Tanker Safety Expert Panel
2015: MV Marathassa& integrated response plan
2016: Oceans Protection Plan
2022: Oceans Protection Plan 2.0
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• International (IMO) & Canadian standards
• Vessel Traffic System - Management between US/Canada
• Marine Communication and Traffic Services
• Port State Control – Eliminate Substandard Vessels
• Monitoring, Inspections, Enforcement
• Tug Escort, Tug Assist 
• BC Pilots
• Double hulls for tankers

Marine Safety System





• Canada and the U.S. have been 
working in close cooperation on 
preparedness and response for 
cross-boundary spills since the 
1970s

• Canada-United States Joint 
Marine Pollution Contingency 
Plan

• Each annex exercised every 2 
years

CANUSPAC & CANUSDIX



• WCMRC has a number of mutual aid agreements with US OS
– Seapro
– NRC
– Global Response Network

Mutual Aid Agreements



• Oil tankers of 150 gross tonnage or more
• Vessels of 400 gross tonnage or more
• There is no formal reciprocity agreement between the two 

countries.
• A Reciprocal Arrangement Agreement between WCMRC and 

WSMC exists:
“This arrangement will only entitle you to transit the Canadia  

waters of the Juan de Fuca strait. This arrangement does not p  
you to call at a Canadian port or to transit any other Canadia  

waters.” 

Juan de Fuca Agreement



• Marine Emergency Services
– Towing
– Fire Fighting
– Salvage

• Introduction of a Response 
Coordinator (Canadian QI)

• HNS Regime
– Legislation changes took place 

in 2023
– HNS responders will not be 

certified by TC

Proposed Changes to Canadian Response



Thank-you!
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